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House of Joseph 
Celebrates Solemnity  
of Patron 

The Pontifical College Josephinum’s annual celebration 
of Saint Joseph Day on March 19 was especially 
significant in this unique Year of Saint Joseph, declared 

by Pope Francis on December 8, 2020. 

Thirty-three days prior to the solemnity, seminarians 
began the preparation for consecrating themselves and the 
seminary to Saint Joseph. Guided by Father Brett Brannen, 
Director of Spiritual Formation, the men dedicated time each 
day to exposition on one of the invocations in the Litany of 
Saint Joseph, readings on Saint Joseph, and recitation of the 
Litany. “The purpose was to encourage reflection on this 
great saint in a concentrated way,” he said. “The experience 
revealed itself to be extremely powerful for the seminarians.” 

“I felt called to grow in greater devotion to Saint Joseph 
and to remind myself of his powerful intercession,” said 
Brother Joseph Logan (Fathers of Mercy). “I asked Saint 
Joseph to help me give myself more fully to Our Lady so that 
she can lead me closer to her son, Jesus.” Eric Ruiz (Oakland) 
noted that the journey helped him find “a new father figure 
in Saint Joseph, who shows me what a true man should be.” 

Devotion to Saint Joseph draws College seminarian Peter 
Scheck (Gallup) closer to Jesus in the Eucharist. “Most English 

From the Rector
Dear alumni and friends,

The publication of this 
newsletter comes at the end 
of what has undoubtedly been 
one of the most challenging 
years in the history of the 
Pontifical College Josephinum. 
At the same time, it has also 
been a year of many graces and 
blessings. Our prayers remain 
ones of thanksgiving for the 
gifts God has given us, including 

the crosses that have helped us to grow closer to Him.  

The loss of staff member Jason Domes, after his long 
battle with cancer, was indeed a heavy cross to bear. He 
was a gifted and generous person, a man with a good 
heart who is deeply missed. 

While the pandemic created many challenges, we 
weathered the year without any seminarian developing 
the virus on campus. We fulfilled our human, spiritual, and 
intellectual formation and provided excellent apostolic 
formation and selected pastoral opportunities. I am 
grateful to the staff and faculty who worked so hard to 
make this happen, and to the students who kept their joy 
amid the crosses that came with the pandemic. 

The Year of Saint Joseph continues to be a great gift 
for the House of Joseph. The many graces and blessings 
of the spring semester are shared in the following 
pages, including our consecration to our patron, faculty 
achievements, vocation stories, and the ordinations of our 
seminarians and alumni.

As the Year of Saint Joseph continues, we place 
ourselves and this seminary under the protection of our 
patron, grateful for the blessings yet to come and having 
faith that any crosses will only bring us nearer to Christ, 
who bears them with us. 

Thank you for being a part of the Josephinum. Have a 
blessed summer, and let us keep one another in prayer.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Reverend Steven P. Beseau
Rector/President

COVER STORY
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Cover: The procession on March 19 ended in Saint 
Joseph Chapel where seminarians consecrated 
themselves and the seminary to Saint Joseph.

Inset: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on the 
Solemnity of Saint Joseph.

Bottom left: A statue of Saint Joseph was carried 
on a wooden platform handcrafted by Mr. James 
Severance, father of seminarian Sam Severance 
(Columbus).
 

translations of the Bible translate the angel’s message to 
Joseph in Mt 2:13 as: ‘Rise, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you,’ ” he 
said. “But in Greek, the angel says isthi ekei which means be 
there. Joseph’s role, his identity, is to be there – to be with 
and present to Jesus and His mother. Devotion to Joseph 
reminds me that I was literally created to be with Jesus, to 
be present to Jesus Present in the Eucharist.”

Events on the solemnity began with Exposition and 
Evening Prayer in Saint Turibius Chapel. A Eucharistic 
procession encircled the campus outdoors and proceeded 
to Saint Joseph Chapel in the Theology wing. Special 

prayers and the Litany of Saint Joseph were led by Father 
Beseau, and seminarians voiced in unison their formal act of 
filial entrustment. 

“We ended our procession in the Chapel of Saint Joseph, 
in the House of Joseph, on the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, in 
the Year of Saint Joseph – the first in 2000 years,” reflected 
Father Brannen. “I think, for the Josephinum, this is not a 
coincidence; it is Providence. I believe that this has been and 
will be a very significant year for this seminary.”

A video of the Josephinum’s Eucharistic Procession 
and Consecration may be found on YouTube: 
PontificalCollegeJosephinum



4

Seminarian 
News

Theology Classes Gift Chapel    
with New Stations of the Cross
     The School of Theology ordination classes of 2020 and 2021 have gifted Saint Joseph 

Chapel with new Stations of the Cross. The Stations are framed, matted prints of 
drawings created by Chicago-based artist Daniel Mitsui, who completed the project in 

2011 on private commission. The Latin descriptions incorporated into the artwork are from 
the writings of Saint Alphonsus Liguori who, in 1787, wrote the version of the Stations used 
in most churches in the United States throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.

The previous Stations of the Cross in Saint Joseph Chapel were simple wooden crosses 
etched with Roman numerals. While technically complete – crosses are an essential part 
of any Stations – they were small, plain, and easy to miss. “We chose the Stations created 
by Daniel Mitsui because the design seemed to complement the artwork in Saint Joseph 
Chapel,” said Father Brian Smith T’21. “An especially nice fit are the Latin descriptions of the 
Stations, which match the Latin text of the Prologue of the Gospel of John that is painted 
around the chapel walls.”

Father Marek Kasperczuk, Director of Liturgy, worked with the deacons in making the 
project possible. “The men of both classes hope the new Stations of the Cross will be a 
helpful aid to devotion to Our Lord’s Passion,” he said. 

The wooden crosses for each of the new Stations are blessed by 
Father Steven Beseau, Rector/President, assisted by then-Deacon 
Joseph Wasswa (Charlotte).

Artist Daniel Mitsui’s depiction of the second Station: Jesus takes up 
his Cross.
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College of Liberal Arts 
Juan Carlos Briones (Phoenix)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy 
Thomas James Cox (Phoenix)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy
Cum laude 
Branden Michael Cullinan (Columbus)
Bachelor of Arts, Honors Philosophy & 
Humanities
Summa cum laude
Pinter Scholar Award Recipient 
Luciano Gutierrez Diaz (Gallup)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy 
Nicholas Charles Emmerling (Cincinnati)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy 
Victor Hugo Fructuoso-Bravo (Phoenix)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy 
Joseph Robert LeMay (Joliet)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy
Magna cum laude 
Peter James Lukaszewski (Phoenix)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy
Magna cum laude 
Simon John Ortiz (Phoenix)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy
Cum laude 
Peter Michael Scheck (Gallup)
Bachelor of Arts, Honors Philosophy & 
Humanities
Summa cum laude
Pinter Scholar Award Recipient 
Joshua Allen White (Joliet)
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy

Honoring the Class of 2021
Under the authority of the Board of Trustees, the Rector/President, administration, and faculty of the 
Pontifical College Josephinum, with the State of Ohio Board of Regents, proudly and joyfully announce 
the conferral of degrees upon the Class of 2021. We celebrate them together in spirit – congratulating 
them on their outstanding achievements and assuring them of our prayers and support as they go 
forward from the Josephinum, whether it be to ordination, continued study and discernment, or to lives 
as faithful Catholic laymen. It has been an honor for all the members of the Josephinum faculty and staff 
to guide and support these graduates on their paths of discernment.

Undergraduate College of Liberal Arts graduates. 
Back row (l-r): Simon Ortiz (Phoenix), Branden 
Cullinan (Columbus), and Nicholas Emmerling 
(Cincinnati). Front row (l-r): Peter Lukaszewski 
(Phoenix), Thomas Cox (Phoenix), Peter Scheck 
(Gallup), and Luciano Diaz (Gallup). 

Pre-Theology Program 
Patrick Davis DePew (Birmingham)
Bachelor of Philosophy 
Max Perez Gallegos (Birmingham)
Bachelor of Philosophy 
Samuel James Severance (Columbus)
Bachelor of Philosophy

School of Theology 
Deacon Brian Christopher Smith 
(Youngstown)
Certificate of Hispanic Ministry Field  
Education
Master of Divinity

Deacon Jacob Antonio Stinnett  
(Columbus)
Master of Divinity
Master of Arts, Summa cum laude
Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology,  
Magna cum laude 
Deacon Joseph Wasswa (Charlotte)
Master of Divinity
Master of Arts
Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology,  
Magna cum laude
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Ordained to the Priesthood

Diocese of Arlington 
Father Joseph Townsend 
PT’16
June 5

Diocese of Charlotte
Father Joseph Wasswa T’21
Father Juan M. Sanchez   
UPT ’17
June 19

Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Father Louis Jacquemin C’16
Father Scott Morgan C’16
Father Elijah Puthoff C’16
May 15

Diocese of Columbus
Father Jacob Stinnett T’21
May 29
(Father) Eugene Joseph T’20
July 22

Discalced Carmelite Friars
Br. Pier Giorgio of Christ the 
King, OCD 
(Alex Pacelli PT’13)
July 18

Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend
Father Daniel Koehl C’16
Father Benjamin Landrigan 
C’17
Father Keeton Lockwood C’17
June 5

Diocese of Gikongoro, 
Rwanda
(Father) Emmanuel Ingabire 
T’21
August 21

Diocese of Ogdensburg
Father Matt Congar T’21
May 29

Diocese of Phoenix
Father Ian Wintering C’16
June 5

Diocese of Toledo
Father Joseph Mominee C’16
June 26

Diocese of Youngstown
Father Brian Smith T’21
June 19

Ordained to the Diaconate

Diocese of Arlington
Deacon John F. O’Farrell PT’18
Deacon Daniel A. Rice C’17
April 10

Diocese of Charlotte
Deacon Darren Balkey PT’18
June 5

Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Deacon Ethan Hoying C’17
April 24

Diocese of Fort Wayne- 
South Bend
Deacon Mark Hellinger C’18
May 22

Diocese of Joliet
Deacon Brian Geary PT’18
April 23

Diocese of Lugazi, Uganda
Deacon James Ssebunnya T4
May 8

Diocese of Nashville
Deacon Nonso Ohanaka C’18
March 27

Diocese of Phoenix
Deacon Anthony Dang C’17
Deacon Harold Escarcega C’15
May 30

Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Deacon Daniel Dupre T4
May 20

Diocese of Toledo
Deacon Thomas Hunyor, Jr. 
C’13
May 15

Seminarians, Alumni Ordained to 
Diaconate and Priesthood    

In a spirit of joy and celebration, the Pontifical College Josephinum is honored to share the names 
of its seminarians and alumni ordained to the transitional diaconate or priesthood this year. Please 
join with us in prayer for our newly-ordained and for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  
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Opposite page: 
(R-l): Father Keeton Lockwood C’17, Father Benjamin Landrigan C’17 and Father Daniel 
Koehl C’16 were ordained priests for the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend on June 5. 
Photo by John Martin.

Clockwise from top left: 
In the sacristy before his ordination to the priesthood on June 5, Father Ian Wintering 
C’16 visits with Most Reverend Thomas J. Olmsted, former Josephinum Rector and 
current Bishop of Phoenix (left) and Most Reverend Eduardo Nevares, former College 
Vice-Rector and current Auxiliary Bishop of Phoenix. Photo by Billy Hardiman.
Most Reverend Terry LaValley, Bishop of Ogdensburg, receives a blessing from newly-
ordained Father Matt Congar T’21. Photo courtesy of North Country Catholic.
Deacon Daniel Dupre (Santa Fe) was ordained to the transitional diaconate on May 20. 
Pictured l-r: Santa Fe seminarian and Josephinum alumnus Cameron Degani C’18, 
seminarian Deacon James Ssebunnya (Lugazi), Father Steven Beseau (Rector/President), 
Deacon Daniel Dupre, and Deacon Joseph Wasswa (Charlotte). 
Bishop Robert Brennan anoints the palms of Father Jacob Stinnett T’21 during the 
ordination Mass of the Diocese of Columbus on May 29. Photo by Ken Snow.
Three alumni were ordained for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati on May 15: Father 
Louis Jacquemin C’16, Father Scott Morgan C’16 (receiving the paten and chalice from 
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr) and Father Elijah Puthoff C’16. Photo by Jessica Rinaudo/The 
Catholic Telegraph.



8

In April, we were honored to welcome the Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight T’94, Bishop of Jefferson City, and Father Paul Clark, Director of Vocations for the 
Diocese of Jefferson City. Bishop McKnight is a 1994 alumnus of the School of Theology; he served on the Josephinum faculty and administration in a number of 
roles from 2003-2008, including Vice President of Development/Alumni Relations and Director of Liturgy. Pictured l-r: Jefferson City seminarian Phillip Novotny, 
Bishop McKnight, Father Clark, and Jefferson City seminarian Christopher Hoffmann.

My Journey Began with a Simple “Yes” 
By Christopher Hoffmann 
Diocese of Jefferson City

M y vocational journey, like that 
of many other men, started 
during my years as an altar 

server. I grew up “cradle Catholic;” my 
family was always active in the parish. 
Service was a key aspect of my youth, 
and my parents were wonderful role 
models of Christian charity. 

Although I was a frequent altar 
server, it was engineering that 
was on my radar in high school. 
These aspirations led me to Iowa 
State University; I was active on 
campus, involved with the Knights of 
Columbus, and led a Bible study at the 
Catholic church on campus. One day 
in my junior year, the pastor asked me 
if I would like to attend his priesthood 
discernment group. I decided to check 
it out. 

That simple “yes” led to three years 
of meetings and discussions, during 
which I learned about seminary and 
the priesthood, and that discernment 
was a process, not a single decision. 
That “yes” was the first of many 
which led me to attend retreats, 
seek spiritual direction, and look at 
the possibility of priesthood being 
my vocation. A pivotal resource 
for me during this time was Father 
Brett Brannen’s book about priestly 
vocations, To Save a Thousand Souls. 
Providentially, I and my brother 
seminarians are blessed to have 
Father Brannen as Director of Spiritual 
Formation here at the Josephinum!

I completed my degree at Iowa 
State but, by graduation, knew I was 
going to apply to seminary – my key 

“yes” in the process of discernment. 
I was accepted as a seminarian for 
my home Diocese of Jefferson City, 
MO, and began studies as a pre-
theologian. In fall 2020, I entered the 
Josephinum as a first-year theologian.

Despite the many pandemic safety 
protocols, I have been able to get to 
know the other seminarians at the 
Josephinum and to build friendships 
throughout the house. We are 
incredibly blessed to have such a 
beautiful campus and facilities that 
not only give us a wonderful place to 
pray, study, and live, but also to build 
community. I am extremely grateful 
to all those who prayerfully support 
the Josephinum, as well as to all the 
formators, faculty, and staff for their 
selfless support and dedication. 
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The Many Blessings of 
Marian Consecration   
By Zachary Goodchild      
Diocese of Columbus 

The Blessed Virgin Mary wants to show us how to be 
good disciples like she was, and she desires to intercede 
for us. Her presence is a mother’s presence – loving, 

patient, and gentle. Many of my brother seminarians and 
I continue to experience the many blessings of Mary’s 
presence in our lives, having consecrated ourselves to her 
earlier this year. 

What exactly is a consecration to Mary, The most 
important thing to know is that this consecration is really to 
Jesus Christ; it is done by coming closer to Mary. Guided by 
Father Michael Kelly, College Spiritual Director, we walked 
a 33-day journey of prayer and spiritual reading. On the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, we gathered at the 
icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Saint Turibius Chapel to 
make our acts of consecration.

As I meditated on Mary, the first time I did the 
consecration, my heart began to open. I pictured Mary 
gently holding baby Jesus. I imagined the trust in God it took 
for her to say yes to raising a baby that wasn’t conceived by 
her and Joseph, in light of the scandalous nature of having a 
baby out of wedlock in those times. 

I often think that what Mary did is what I try to do with 
my own life every day now: She said “yes” to God when the 
angel appeared to her and asked her to be the handmaid 
of the Lord. I think about her interactions with Jesus from 
the nativity scene to Jesus’ Passion and death, and I become 
more attentive to my heart and how Jesus calls me to take 
care of God’s people like Mary took care of Him.  

The tradition continues! The annual meeting of the 
Kleinz Society represents an ongoing Josephinum 
tradition which honors alumnus and Professor of 

Philosophy, Reverend Monsignor John Philip Kleinz, PhD 
(1913–1990), while highlighting the current academic work 
of advanced students in philosophy who follow in his 
venerable footsteps. 

This year’s convocation featured two presentations, 
each of which reflected ongoing student research for 
the Thomistic Seminar course. A presentation titled “An 
Exposition of Thomistic Political Philosophy: The Ideal 
Government and the Question of Sedition” was given 
by Branden Cullinan (Columbus). Peter Scheck (Gallup) 
presented “Of Fires and Deserts: Saint Thomas Aquinas and 
Origen of Alexandria on Free Will.” 

“Building upon strong philosophical foundations built 
over the course of years of study, both Branden and Peter 
enthusiastically took the initiative to research specific areas 
of personal philosophic interest and then present the 
stimulating fruits of their intellectual labors to the wider 
seminary community,” said Dr. Douglas Fortner, Associate 
Professor of Philosophy. “It was a joy to serve these two 
young seminarian-scholars as a guide in the pursuit of their 
respective research projects.”

Zachary Goodchild (Columbus), second from right, and his brother 
seminarians make an act of personal consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Kleinz Society Features 
Seminarian Scholars   
  

(L-r): Philosophy professor Dr. Douglas Fortner, Branden Cullinan 
(Columbus), Peter Scheck (Gallup), and Dr. David DeLeonardis, Academic 
Dean for the College of Liberal Arts.
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I was born in the Diocese of Lugazi, 
Uganda, the youngest of eight 
children. My vocation started when 

I was a little child; whenever I would 
go to Church, I would keenly observe 
what was being done and reproduce 
it back home. I remember making 
crucifixes, statues of saints, chalices, 
and other Church objects from clay. 
My mother was patient with the mess 
I would make around the house! She 
encouraged me, creating opportunities 
for me to explore what would later 
be my life’s calling. It was the avenue 
through which God chose to sow the 
vocation seed within me.

After elementary school, my parish 
priest assisted me in getting admitted 
to a minor seminary where I spent six 

years doing secondary school studies. 
I then earned a bachelor’s degree 
in education, majoring in physics 
and mathematics, from a university 
in Uganda before I embarked on 
higher ecclesiastical studies. I earned 
my Bachelor of Philosophy degree 
from Katigondo National Seminary 
in Uganda. The priestly formation 
program in Uganda requires each 
seminarian to take one year of pastoral-
spiritual experience, which I did prior 
to coming to the United States. It was 
a wonderful year of learning! At its 
completion in 2018, I was admitted to 
the Josephinum.

During my years at the Josephinum, 
I have met countless people on and off 
campus who have become my great 

friends, making the United States my 
home away from home. My time here 
definitely has enlarged my worldview: 
I have learned to quickly adjust to new 
situations, and I look at things from 
a different, often better, perspective. 
I have grown even more firm in 
my vocation due to the wonderful 
formation program at the Josephinum. 

Deacon James Ssebunnya’s Vocational Journey

Year Ends with Joyful Ordination      
in Saint Turibius Chapel     

As an academic year full of postponements and cancellations was nearing an end, the gift of an ordination 
celebration came to the Josephinum. Seminarian James Ssebunnya (Lugazi) was ordained to the 
transitional diaconate in Saint Turibius Chapel on May 8, 2021, by The Most Reverend Robert J. Brennan, 
Bishop of Columbus and Vice Chancellor of the Josephinum. Many of James’ friends from the Columbus 
area attended the ordination; the Mass was livestreamed to reach James’ family and friends in Uganda. 

Below left: Bishop Brennan asks James to promise 
respect and obedience to The Most Reverend 
Christopher Kakooza, Bishop of Lugazi. 
Right: James receives the Laying on of Hands from 
Bishop Brennan.
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Highlights 
from 
High Street

As we close the book on the Josephinum’s 133rd academic year, the seminarians, 
faculty, alumni, and friends are reassured by the words of our mighty founder and his 
line of successors: “The Josephinum has perdured!” Heartfelt thanks are extended to 

our loyal alumni and friends who rallied for the seminary in so many ways this past year. 

In 2020-2021, practically every non-profit under the sun, including the Josephinum, 
followed health agency guidelines and either postponed or cancelled events that 
traditionally raised money for operating budgets. Many have asked me how the 
cancellations impacted our fundraising. I am proud to report that our supporters 
responded with great generosity to both our Josephinum Fund and Saint Joseph Day 
appeals. All of our benefactors from our previous fiscal year are recognized on our website 
at www.pcj.edu/honoringgifts. On behalf of our seminarians, I cannot thank you enough! 
Because of your kindness, the Josephinum perdures and remains optimistic heading into 
the upcoming year. 

As you might have read in the last Josephinum Times, the seminary received two 
significant bequest gifts from alumni Monsignor Philip J. Heslin ’57 and Very Reverend John 
J. Flattery ’55 – the most generous in the Josephinum’s existence! Since that writing, several 
other estate gifts were received. Every bequest, of any amount, impacts our day-to-day 
operations and helps to secure our future. If you do not have an estate plan (many people 
don’t) and want to include the Josephinum in your plans, please reach out to me or refer to 
the resources on our website at www.pcj.edu/plannedgiving. 

Thank you once again for remembering The House of Joseph 
and its seminarians in your prayers and in your gift planning. We 
look forward to being back with you in person later this year!  
Ite ad Iosephum! Go to Joseph!

Douglas H. Stein
Vice President for Advancement 
614-985-2325 | dstein@pcj.edu

Looking Forward with Confidence
From the Vice-President of Advancement

Retreat for Priests: August 9-13
Pio Cardinal Laghi Chair Lecture:  
September 29
Alumni Day: September 29
Parents & Family Weekend: October 1-3
Mud Bowl 2021: October 2
Josephinum 4-Miler: October 2

Rector’s Circle Dinner: October 4
Friends of the Josephinum Annual 
Meeting: November 14
Basketball Tournament: February 11-13
Jessing Society Mass & Meal: April 5
Good Shepherd Dinner: April 25
Spring Tour Day: April 30

Events for 2021-2022
Looking ahead to the fall with renewed confidence, the dates for the Josephinum’s 2021-2022 
events are now in place. Events will be planned with the utmost concern for the safety and 
well-being of the seminary community and guests. More information on these and other 
events will be made available via website, e-bulletin, and social media communication.
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Apostolic Nuncio Visits on Anniversary    
of Pontifical Status  

The Josephinum had the honor of welcoming His 
Excellency, The Most Reverend Christophe Pierre, 
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States and Chancellor 

of the Josephinum, on December 12, 2020. It was on this 
date in 1892 that the Josephinum was granted pontifical 
status by Pope Leo XIII, establishing the seminary’s special 
relationship with the Holy See. 

Since his appointment as Apostolic Nuncio to the 
United States in 2016, Archbishop Pierre has made 
numerous visits to the City of Columbus and to the 
Josephinum. “On each of his visits, Archbishop Pierre has 
brought us personal greetings from the Holy Father and 
the assurance of Pope Francis’ prayers for the Josephinum 
and our seminarians,” said Father Beseau. “And for that we 
are most grateful.”

Father Beseau presented Archbishop Pierre with 
the Pope Leo XIII Award, the highest honor given by 
the seminary, in recognition of his support of priestly 
vocations and the Josephinum. “This small gesture is in 
no way adequate to fully express our thankfulness for 
all of the many blessings you’ve given to us,” said Father 
Beseau. “We hope, however, that it will serve as a lasting 
reminder of our deep regard for you, your priesthood, and 
all you have brought to the Church through your years of 
faithful service.”

“I am very grateful for this gesture and to receive this 
award,” said Archbishop Pierre. “I am thankful to everyone 
here for the spirit I have seen – the community and joy – 
at the Josephinum.”

Left: Father Beseau presents Archbishop Pierre with the Pope Leo 
XIII Award as an expression of gratitude for the nuncio’s dedication 
to the Josephinum. 
Above: Archbishop Pierre gives a homily to seminarians and faculty 
during his most recent visit to the Josephinum. 
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Dr. Graff Appointed Academic Dean

Associate Professor of History, Dr. Eric Graff, is the new Academic Dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts. 

A native of Kentucky, Dr. Graff came to the Josephinum in 2010 from 
Ireland, where he was a researcher, adjunct lecturer, post-graduate instructor, and 
university department fellow. He holds a doctorate in medieval studies from the 
University of Toronto, a licentiate from the Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies 
in Toronto, and graduate degrees in medieval studies and English literature. Dr. 
Graff will continue to serve as Associate Professor of History; Dean of Institutional 
Planning, Assessment and Accreditation; and Academic Dean for the Josephinum 
Diaconate Institute.   

“Dr. Graff is an exceptional teacher with excellent administrative skills,” said 
Father Beseau. “He will provide leadership and wisdom as we strive to continue 
to academic excellence for which the College has long been regarded.” 

As Academic Dean, Dr. Graff succeeds Dr. David DeLeonardis, who has 
fulfilled the responsibilities of the position with his characteristic efficiency and 
attentiveness since 2012. “I am grateful for Dr. David DeLeonardis and all his work 
as Academic Dean,” said Father Beseau. “From the time I arrived, he has been 
a helpful and cheerful resource, especially as we made our way through the 
pandemic.” Dr. DeLeonardis will continue to dedicate himself, as he has for so 
many years, to his passion for teaching philosophy in the College of Liberal Arts. 

The 4-Miler Returns!
The Friends of the Josephinum’s annual 4-Miler Run/Walk will be held Saturday, 
October 2, 2021, on the grounds of the Josephinum. 

Check-in will begin at 7:30 a.m. and the race will start at 9:00 a.m. All parking 
will be at Crosswoods Office Park 1 and 2 – the office buildings directly across 
from the seminary on the east side of US 23. Off-duty police officers will oversee 
traffic control. 

Free breakfast will be provided by White Castle along with complimentary 
pizza offered by Donatos after the race. Each registered participant will receive a 
bottle of wine or a jar of jam made by Trappist monks, a loaf of bread, and a tee-
shirt. Every finisher will receive a commemorative medal. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available! For information, please email Marci 
Maynard, Sponsorship Chairperson, at marcimay525@gmail.com.

Proceeds from this professionally-administered event assist Josephinum 
seminarians with tuition; textbooks; medical, dental, and vision needs; and 
emergency needs. In 2019, the last run/walk event before the pandemic, there 
were 600 participants and the event was highly successful and fun for all!

To register, please visit www.m3ssports.com

JOSEPHINUM

4-MILER
RUN/WALK

Register now at m3ssports.com

PRESENTED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE JOSEPHINUM 

OCTOBER 2, 2021
PONTIFICAL COLLEGE JOSEPHINUM7625 NORTH HIGH STREET

Packet pickup: 7:30am | Start time: 9amSwag: All participants receive bread and a bottle of wine, or bread and a jar of Trappist Monastery jam.

Family rate: Save $5 per person when registering at least  3 participants at one time.

SUPPORTING THE SEMINARIANS 

Event parking provided at Crosswoods Center I & II  office park located at 100 & 150 E Crosswoods Blvd.

Dr. Eric Graff
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Memorial Honors  
Jason Domes

The Josephinum family mourns the loss of staff member 
Jason Domes, who passed away April 18 after a lengthy 
fight with cancer. 

Jason worked in the Information Technology department 
for 15 years, first as a contractor and then as an employee. 
He was known and loved as a generous and quiet soul. 
“Jason was one of those people you could count on when 
you were in a seemingly unfixable IT jam,” said Father 
Steven Beseau. “His calm demeanor and willingness to help 
others made him approachable and easy to be around. 
Jason was more than a great worker; he was a man with a 
good heart and a friend to many.” 

Jason is affectionately remembered by his friends in 
the IT department, who knew him best. When things 
were stressful in the office, Jason would often show up 
with homemade chocolate confectionaries, and suddenly 
everything seemed manageable. Mr. Don Frye, IT director, 
assured us that in the past few years, as his cancer 
progressed, “Jason quietly took time for himself, traveled 
abroad, and reconnected with old friends. He left no stone 
unturned as he checked off his bucket list.” 

Rest in peace, Jason. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him.

Dr. Keefer Leads 
Continuing Education  
in Sacred Music

Jason J. Keefer, DMA, Director and Assistant Professor of 
Sacred Music, is also founder and director of the Sacred 
Music Institute of America. The SMIA utilizes technology 

to provide quality training in sacred music outside the 
traditional classroom.

In addition to continuing education opportunities 
for priests, deacons, and parish musicians, SMIA offers 
certification in organ, choral/vocal leadership, and 
cantoring through private lessons, personalized mentoring, 
group courses/seminars in theory, music history, repertoire 
selection, improvisation, service playing, choral/vocal 
pedagogy, Church music documents and philosophy, and 
chant. The certification program is available online and is 
geared towards the parish musician who does not have an 
academic degree in sacred music. 

The faculty of the Institute includes Dr. Keefer as well 
as experienced musicians and pedagogues who share his 
vision. “The SMIA faculty is committed to aiding students 
– and, by extension, their parishes – in developing music 
programs which encompass the rich tradition of Catholic 
sacred music and enrich the liturgical life of their parishes,” 
said Dr. Keefer. “In particular, the Institute’s liturgical chant 
online program for priests and deacons is inspired by the 
Josephinum’s music curriculum, which provides a thorough 
liturgical musical training to seminarians.”

Additional information on the Sacred Music Institute of 
America is available at www.sacredmusicinstitute.org or by 
calling (614) 395-7783.

As a fitting memorial to Jason, who 
was an avid nature lover, a dogwood 
tree was planted on the Josephinum 
grounds and was blessed by Father 
Beseau. Planting the tree are Jason’s 
friends and IT colleagues Don Frye 
and Tracy Brockman. 

(L-r): Seminarians Michael Rhatican (Columbus), Eric Ruiz (Oakland), and Jake 
Belanger (Gaylord) with sacred music professor Dr. Jason Keefer. 
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“May God who has begun this good work in you 
bring it to fulfillment” 
An Invitation to a Silent Retreat for Priests 

All diocesan and religious 
priests are invited to attend 
a silent retreat for priests that 
will be held at the Josephinum, 
August 9-13, 2021. The retreat, 
themed “May God who has 
begun this good work in you 
bring it to fulfillment,” will be 
led by Father Brett Brannen, 
Director of Spiritual Formation 
for the School of Theology. 

ABOUT THE RETREAT

Some diocesan priests have despaired 
of holiness. Some say, “I am not the 
kind of priest I had hoped to be when 
I was in the seminary.”  It’s not too 
late! Father Brannen will offer practical 
suggestions for prayer and the active 
living out of diocesan priesthood in 
its many and varied dimensions. It is 
difficult to work on personal holiness 
while living “the life of interruptions” 
every parish priest lives. Yet there 
is a “craft” to diocesan priesthood. 
Retreatants will go home with many 
practical ideas for resolutions on how 
to live life as a priest better, with less 
stress and more joy! 

Daily Offerings: Lauds and Vespers, 
two conferences, Mass, Holy Hour with 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
and Benediction. Confession and 

private conferences with the retreat 
master offered throughout the week. 

Meals: Silent meals provided in the 
seminary refectory, with a separate 
dining area for priests who wish to 
converse at meals.

Accommodations: Retreatants are 
welcome to arrive on Sunday, August 
8th. A small number of suites are 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis; simpler seminary rooms are 
plentiful. The nearby Hyatt Place 
Columbus/Worthington offers a rate of 
$125/night. 

Cost: $500, includes accommodations 
and meals at the seminary.

More Information & Registration:  
www/pcj.edu/priestretreat

Questions?     
Please email bbrannen@pcj.edu

About the Retreat Master: Father Brett Brannen (right), a priest of the Diocese of Savannah and Director of 
Spiritual Formation at the Josephinum, is well-known for his book, “To Save a Thousand Souls; A Guide for 
Discerning a Vocation to Diocesan Priesthood.” He also is author of “A Priest in the Family: A Guide for Parents 
Whose Sons are Considering Priesthood.” Inspired by a devotion to vocations and discernment, Father Brannen 
travels the country giving retreats to priests and seminarians.
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Nearly 45 years ago, Peter began a lifelong career 
dedicated to the Josephinum, supporting and 
befriending countless seminarians along the way. 
Peter worked tirelessly to build the collection of 
the A.T. Wehrle Memorial Library, now regarded 
widely for its superior quality. 
Right: Peter is presented with the Saint Joseph 
Award in 2010.
Above: Peter with long-time colleague Beverly 
Lane.

Peter Veracka Retires After 45 Years of Service 

Mr. Peter Veracka, MSLS, long-
time colleague and friend, 
retired on January 15, 2021, as 

Director of Library Services following a 
lifelong career at the Josephinum.

Deeply regarded for his dedication, 
tireless work ethic, generosity of spirit, 
and willingness to assist anyone with 
library resources and services, Peter 
led the library through tremendous 
growth and development during 
his tenure as director. He was 
instrumental in the planning and 
move to the new A.T. Wehrle Memorial 
Library, dedicated in November 1982. 
In 1997, he oversaw the transition from 
the card catalog to the first integrated 
library system. Peter led the library 
in joining the Ohio Private Academic 
Library and OhioLINK consortiums 
in 2007, bringing access to all of the 
library holdings, databases, and 
e-resources that the Josephinum 
community enjoys today.

Pandemic safety guidelines 
prevented a retirement celebration, 
so a gift of another kind was arranged 
– a book of more than 100 letters of 
well-wishes and recollections written 
by alumni, faculty, and staff, past and 
present. The book was presented 
to Peter by Father Steven Beseau, 
Rector/President. “Since 1976, Peter 
has been a pillar of strength, wisdom, 
and commitment to the seminary,” he 
said. “Peter, you will be remembered 
for the excellent work you did, but 
also for your kind and gentle servant 
leadership.” 

As Peter left the building on his 
last day in the office, seminarians, 
staff and faculty lined the hallways to 
send him off with rounds of applause; 
he was given a special blessing by 
Father Beseau, and everyone sang the 
“Sancte Joseph” and the alma mater. 
“It was an emotional send-off,” Peter 

recalls. “My last day was incredibly 
special and memorable. The book of 
recollections, tributes, well wishes, 
and expressions of gratitude by 
alumni, faculty, and staff is wonderful, 
deeply appreciated, and the best gift 
I could receive. I am overwhelmed 
by the sentiments expressed and the 
friendships they recall.” 
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Faculty and 
Alumni
News

Mrs. Lane Named Director     
of Library Services

Mrs. Beverly Lane, MLS, former Assistant Librarian of the 
Josephinum’s A.T. Wehrle Memorial Library, has been 

named Director of Library Services.  
Mrs. Lane joined the library staff in 1990 after working in 

the Editorial Library at The Columbus Dispatch. Her long-time 
commitment to the seminary stems from both her passion 
for her work and the myriad opportunities available at the 
Josephinum. She has taught research classes to seminarians 
and contributed to many faculty committees, in addition 
to promoting the library’s technological advancement and 
digitizing the Josephinum’s extensive Special Collections. 
“Working at the Josephinum has afforded me countless 
opportunities to be involved in so many aspects of library 
work,” she said. There are always new challenges and 
opportunities that keep the work very interesting.”

In her role as director, Mrs. Lane succeeds Mr. Peter Veracka, who held the position for 
45 years until his retirement in January 2021. “It is an honor to serve the Josephinum in 
this new capacity,” she said. “Peter Veracka was a wonderful mentor for 31 years and I look 
forward to building upon his legacy of commitment and service to the institution.”

Father Wagner, CR, is     
Doctor of Philosophy

School of Theology faculty member Reverend Eric J. Wagner, CR, PhD, successfully 
defended his doctoral dissertation “The Mountain’s Shadow: Personified Mountains 
and Character Representation in Hebrew Bible Narrative” at The Catholic University of 

America on March 2.   

Father Wagner’s research explores the personified mountains in the Hebrew Bible’s 
Primary Narrative (Genesis – 2 Kings), as well as other ancient narrative corpora, namely 
the Epic of Gilgameš and the Homeric epics (Iliad and Odyssey). Ultimately, his dissertation, 

now under review by a publisher in Germany, provides strong 
explanatory power for the personified mountains in each 
corpus explored. 

A native of northern Illinois’ rural plains, Father Wagner 
was ordained a priest of the Congregation of the Resurrection 
in 2010. He served as an associate pastor in Illinois, taught 
theology to Catholic health care executives, and studied 
various ancient and modern languages. Father Wagner has 
taught at The Catholic University of America and Aquinas 
Institute of Theology; he joined the faculty of the Josephinum 
in 2018 as a fulltime instructor of Sacred Scripture.
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Former “Magnificat” Editor-in-Chief 
to Join Faculty

Father Peter John Cameron, 
OP, former editor-in-chief 
of Magnificat, will join the 

Josephinum faculty as a homiletics 
instructor in fall 2021.  

Ordained in 1986, Father Cameron 
spent 24 years teaching homiletics at 
seminaries in New York; Washington, 
DC; and Rome, Italy. He served two 
terms as director of preaching for 
his Dominican province, and is the 
author of ten books, including The 
Classics of Catholic Spirituality, Made 
for Love – Loved by God, and Jesus 
Present Before Me. An award-winning 
playwright, Father Cameron was 
founder and artistic director of 
Blackfriars Repertory Theatre in New 
York City. At present, he is Prior of 
the Dominican community at Saint 

Patrick Parish in Columbus.
Seminarians had the opportunity 

to meet Father Cameron when 
he led them in a Weekend of 
Recollection in January titled, “‘Cut 
to the Heart’ (Acts 2:37): Living the 
Priesthood in a Time of Crisis.” Father 
Brett Brannen, Director of Spiritual 
Formation, later reflected: “Father 
Cameron is a superlative teacher, 
scholar and retreat master. Using 
magnificent Catholic art, as well as 
short videos and preaching in his 
engaging presentations, we came 
to see more clearly that we (future) 
priests must be cut to the heart if we 
are to bring Jesus to the world in a 
post-Christian culture.” 

Father Peter John Cameron, OP, led seminarians in a Weekend of Recollection in January. 



Publications by Dr. Ignatik Highlight   
Writings of Karol Wojtyła

Associate professor Dr. Grzegorz 
Ignatik, a native of Poland, has 
a special interest and expertise 

in the writings of Karol Wojtyła (Pope 
Saint John Paul II). Two new works by 
Dr. Ignatik were published this spring. 

His book, Person and Value: Karol 
Wojtyła’s Personalistic and Normative 
Theory of Man, Morality, and Love, 
(Lexington Books, April 2021) 
discusses the central themes of Karol 
Wojtyła’s personalistic teaching; it 
pays special attention to Wojtyła’s 
insights concerning the role of value 
for human life. Dr. Ignatik’s reflections 
are based on his own extensive 
research of original texts – published 
and yet unpublished – written by 
Wojtyła in Polish. 

A second work by Dr. Ignatik titled 
Person and Act and Related Essays (The 
Catholic University of America Press), is 
the first volume of the English Critical 
Edition of the Works of Karol Wojtyła/
John Paul II. This volume features a 
new translation of the author’s 1969 
work Osoba i czyn, along with related 
essays, fragments, and commentaries 
that were published by Wojtyła both 
before and after the main work. 

Dr. Ignatik holds a PhD in theology 
from the John Paul II Institute at 
The Catholic University of America, 
Washington DC, and an STL from the 
International Theological Institute 
in Austria. His previous publications 
include a translation of Karol Wojtyła’s 
book Love and Responsibility from 
Polish to English. He contributed 
extensively to the English translation 
of the pontiff’s Man and Woman He 
Created Them (Pauline Books & Media, 
2006).

Since joining the Josephinum faculty 
in 2012, Dr. Ignatik has witnessed the 
influence of Saint John Paul II’s thought 
on both seminarians and faculty alike. 
“Both professors and seminarians 
draw so many benefits from studying 
the thought of Saint John Paul II and 
imitating his life,” said Dr. Ignatik. “He 
teaches us how to be true sons, who 
discover the meaning of their lives in 
relation to the Triune God and, thus, in 
communion with others. He also shows 
to us the authentic sense of fatherhood 
by which man realizes his vocation 
to love, his call to the life of service. 
These are just two reasons among 
many others why John Paul II fits so 
well in the House of Saint Joseph – ‘the 
guardian of the mystery of God’ (John 
Paul II, Redemptoris custos).”

Associate professor Dr. Ignatik is a widely 
published author and translator of works on the 
thought of Pope Saint John Paul II. In 2018, he 
traveled to Poland to research Cardinal Wojtyla’s 
works in Krakow (below).
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Father Palomino Sends Greetings      
from Southern Peru 
Earlier this year, we received a beautiful letter from Father Vidal Arango Palomino in which he recalls 
his time in formation at the Josephinum and shares an update on his ministry in the mission territory of 
Southern Peru.

Since his ordination in 2015, Father Vidal has served in the Diocese of Abancay, deep in the Andes mountains of Peru. He ministers at San Cristóbal Church 
in Pampachiri and throughout its mission territory of four districts and 32 chapels.

By the Grace of God, it is a joy to 
greet you from Andahuaylas, 
Apurímac in Southern Peru! 

I was a Pre-Theology seminarian 
from 2008 to 2010. It is an honor to be 
an alumnus of the Josephinum. I always 
remember with pride and admiration 
the quality of integral formation 
that I received at the Josephinum, in 
obedience to the Holy See and the 
authentic teaching of our Catholic 
Church. It was a wonderful experience 
to share life with seminarians of 
different countries, cultures, and 
languages of the world. I had an 
excellent team of formators who always 
made their faith and their love of God 
shine in their work. Their enthusiasm 
and passion for their work was evident. 

Above all, they were always demanding 
the best, in a good way. 

I remember my ESL professors well. 
I had to learn English as quickly as 
possible; it was a great and difficult 
challenge but not impossible. I 
believe that to learn a language unites 
cultures and prepares you to serve 
God’s people where you are.

I have beautiful memories of my 
time of formation: the encounter with 
Pope Benedict XVI in New York; the 
March for Life in Washington DC; the 
seminary olympics; the praying of the 
rosary very early on Sunday mornings 
in front of the abortion clinics; the 
inter-seminary soccer tournaments 
(especially the strong team we had to 
win a championship!); and the families 
that lovingly adopted us international 

seminarians as their own children. In 
truth, it was a wonderful time in my life.

Because of visa difficulties, I could 
not return to continue my theological 
formation at the Josephinum. But 
thanks to Divine Providence, I finished 
major seminary in my home diocese 
of Abancay, Peru, and was ordained 
on October 25, 2015. Since then, I 
have lived an intense missionary 
life deep in the heart of the Andes 
mountains of Peru. Currently, I am 
working at San Cristóbal (Saint 
Christopher) Church in Pampachiri 
that includes the highest zones of 
the Apurimac region (Andahuaylas, 
Southern Peru). 

Thank you for your prayers! May we 
be united at the altar of Our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.
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By Patti Armstrong
Dakota Catholic Action

Father Justin Waltz T’08, pastor of Saint Leo the 
Great in Minot (Bismarck), ND, was sworn in as a 
chaplain for the North Dakota Army National Guard 

on December 14, 2020, at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. 
He is now a part of the line of military chaplains who have 
served the spiritual needs of soldiers in the U.S. Army 
since the Continental Congress in 1775. 

Father Waltz’s inspiration to serve in the military comes 
from his dad’s Naval service and his grandfathers’ service 
in World War II. After high school, Father Waltz considered 
joining the Navy but decided to complete college first, 
to then enter as an officer. “It never materialized though,” 
he explained. “Within my studies in college, I ended up 
in the seminary” at the Josephinum. Father Waltz was 
again drawn to the chaplaincy when recruiters visited the 
[Josephinum], but the idea faded as he was ordained and 
became busy with the many duties of a parish priest. 

More recently, while attending a national vocation 
conference, a one-star general spoke about the great 
need for chaplains given the high rate of suicide in the 
military. Father Waltz was convinced of this call. “I wanted 
to serve and support spiritually, mentally and emotionally 
the brave men and women who so selflessly defend and 
protect our God-given inalienable rights,” he said.

With the addition of Father Waltz, there are now two 
Catholic priests in North Dakota’s Army Guard and one 
in the Air Guard full-time – Lt. Col. James Cheney T’94 
from the Diocese of Fargo. As a military chaplains, priests 
accompany battalions to provide the sacraments and 
offer spiritual support to soldiers.

“At my ordination, I gave my life to God and He gave 
it to His Church,” said Father Waltz. “My life is all about 
His people and His glory. So, this is just another level of 
the gift of my life to the people of God and those who 
need me in any way. It’s the fullness of the priesthood.”

Answering a Call Within a Call
Father Justin Waltz T’08 Sworn in      
as Military Chaplain 

Father Waltz (left) was sworn in as a military chaplain by Major General Alan 
Dohrmann, Adjutant General of the North Dakota National Guard. 
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Father Gerald J. Nagle, MM
Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 
Ordained June 8, 1957
Died March 16, 2020 

Gerald Joseph Nagle was born in 1930 on a farm near Chest 
Springs, PA, one of nine children. He completed high school 
at the Josephinum from 1944-1948, and then joined the 
Maryknoll Missions. Following ordination, he was assigned 
to development work in Chicago, Milwaukee, and Seattle. 

In 1965, Father Nagle was assigned to the mission region 
of the Philippines. He worked in the Maryknoll Prelature of 
Tagum in Eastern Mindanao, in the parishes of Lupon and 
Manay in the Province of Davao Oriental; coordinated the lay 
leadership program in the Prelature of Tagum; was chaplain 
for the Tribal Filipinos for the Prelature; and coordinated the 
Philippine Lay Mission Program. Those years working with 
the Filipino people in all parts of the country were the most 
challenging, exciting, and fulfilling of his priesthood.

In 1987, Father Nagle was assigned to the United States 
Region and was appointed Director of Development. In 
1993, he began five years of service at the San Francisco 
House and then returned to Maryknoll, NY, where he 
volunteered at the Mission Promotion Department and 
helped with the Maryknoll Society pictorial project. Father 
Nagle resided for a time at Mission Saint Teresa’s and, in 
2018, moved to the Society Center at Maryknoll, NY.

A Mass of Christian Burial for Father Nagle was celebrated 
March 20 in Queen of Apostles Chapel. Burial followed in 
Maryknoll Society Cemetery.

Father Kenneth A. Williams
Diocese of Shreveport 
Ordained May 25, 1963
Died November 27, 2020

The eldest of seven children, Kenneth Williams was born 
in 1935, in Ponchatoula, LA. He began seminary studies at 
age 15; he attended Saint Joseph Seminary (Saint Benedict, 
LA), Mary Hill Seminary (Pineville, LA) and the Josephinum.

Father Ken served many parishes during his priesthood: 
Saint Francis Xavier Cathedral in Alexandria; Saint John the 
Baptist Parish in Many; Saint Catherine in Noble; Saint Ann 
in Ebarb; and parishes in Shreveport, Marksville, Pineville 
and Homer. He retired in 2005 but continued assisting at 
Masses and funerals, and visiting the sick and elderly.

Father Ken had a special love and concern for children. 
He carried medals, rosaries, and prayer cards with him, 
and freely gave them to those he met. He was known 
for sending greeting cards, each with a special note and 
sentiment, and for his rosy cheeks and a big smile. 

Father Ken enjoyed traveling and visited Rome and the Holy 
Land. He kept his camera with him and loved sharing his 
memories with others; he left many mementos of pictures, 
newspaper articles, and events. 

Funeral services for Father Williams were held at Saint 
Joseph Church, Zwolle, LA on December 5 with burial 
following in the church cemetery.

Father Mario J. Tizziani 
Diocese of Covington
Ordained June 23, 2006
Died December 26, 2020

Mario Joseph Tizziani was born in 1954, in Steubenville, OH, 
to Lino John and Catherine Gabriel Tizziani. He was a 1972 
graduate of Toronto High School in Toronto, OH, served in 
the U.S. Navy, then graduated from Liberty University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in education. He spent fifteen years 
teaching elementary, middle and high school in Jacksonville, 
FL, where he was named Regional Teacher of the Year in 
1999. Later, he pursued a doctorate in history from The Ohio 
State University. 

Father Tizziani was ordained in the Diocese of Covington, 
KY, in 2006. Two years later, he was installed as pastor of 
Saint Cecilia Church in Independence, KY. The parish thrived 
under his leadership and Father Tizziani regarded the parish 
schoolchildren and his parishioners as his extended family. 
In recognition of his dedicated service, he was presented 
with the Distinguished Pastor Award from the National 
Catholic Educational Association in 2015. 

From 2016 to the present, Father Tizziani was chaplain for 
the State of Kentucky Knights of Columbus. During that 
same period, he led an expansion of Saint Cecilia Church 
and its elementary school, the latter of which was named 
a Blue-Ribbon School. Toronto High School named him a 
Distinguished Alumnus in September 2019. 

The Mass of Christian Burial for Father Tizziani was 
celebrated December 31 at Saint Cecilia by Bishop Roger 
Foys.  

IN MEMORIAM



23

Father Thomas C. Marickovic
Diocese of Harrisburg
Ordained May 16, 1981
Died December 30, 2020

Thomas Marickovic was the son of the late John T. and 
Catherine M. Klobucar Marickovic. He was a graduate 
of Steelton-Highspire High School, Loyola University of 
Chicago, and the Josephinum. 

Following his ordination, he served at many parishes in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg: Sacred Heart of Jesus in Lancaster; 
Saint Edward in Shamokin; Saint Joseph in Coal Township; 
Saint Ignatius in Centralia and Saint Joseph in Locust Gap 
and Locustdale; Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Mount 
Carmel; Sacred Heart of Jesus in Lewistown; and Saint 
Jude in Mifflintown. He was chaplain at Geisinger Medical 
Center and Maria Joseph Manor in Danville from 2003-05 
and pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus in Spring Grove until his 
retirement in 2012.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Father Marickovic was 
celebrated on January 6 in Prince of Peace-Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Steelton, with Bishop 
Ronald W. Gainer as principal celebrant. Burial was in the 
Priests Circle at Holy Cross Cemetery, Harrisburg. 

Father William C. Bartek
Archdiocese of Omaha 
Ordained May 27, 1961
Died January 4, 2021

Born in 1934 in Omaha, Father Bartek was one of five 
siblings who entered religious life, including two brothers 
who became priests and two sisters who were Sinsinawa 
Dominican sisters.

Father Bartek attended Saint Cecilia School and Cathedral 
High School in Omaha. He completed his priestly studies at 
the Josephinum and at Conception Seminary in Conception, 
Missouri. 

Father Bartek began his priestly ministry at Saint Michael 
Parish in South Sioux City. He also served in Omaha at the 
former Saint Richard Parish, Saint Peter Parish, and in Norfolk 
at Sacred Heart. In 1968, Father Bartek became pastoral 
assistant at Immaculate Conception Parish at Boys Town in 
Omaha, where he served until his retirement in 1977 due to 
health reasons. Most recently, he resided at the Saint John 
Vianney Retirement Center in Omaha.

Father Bartek was preceded in death by parents, brothers 
and fellow Josephinum alumni Father James Bartek ’53 and 
Donald Bartek ’54; brother John Bartek; and sisters, Beverly 
Reynolds and Kay Wajdak. He is survived by a sister, Sister 
Barbara Bartek, OP.

The Funeral Mass for Father Bartek was celebrated at Saint 
Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha by Archbishop George J. Lucas, 
on January 14. Burial was at Calvary Cemetery.

Father Michael A. Vigil 
Diocese of Gallup
Ordained May 18, 1985
Died February 2, 2021

Father Vigil was born in Santa Fe in 1956. An avid scholar, he 
graduated class valedictorian from Saint Katherine Indian 
High School in 1975. He began studies at the Josephinum 
the following year. 

Father Vigil ministered for two years at Saint Joseph Parish, 
Winslow, AZ, one year at Saint Mary Parish in Bloomfield, 
then two years as chaplain at Saint Michael School in Saint 
Michael’s, AZ. He served for ten years as Army Reserve 
Chaplain while he was pastor of Saint Joseph Parish in 
Winslow, AZ. 

Following completion of a Licentiate in Canon Law from 
The Catholic University of America in 2001, Father Vigil 
served as a diocesan judicial vicar while residing at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral. From 2006-2012, he was pastor of Saint 
Mary Parish, Farmington, then for two years was pastor of 
San Rafael Church in San Rafael, and Saint Vivian Church 
in Milan. Father Vigil spent the past six years offering 
sacramental assistance in Gallup as he was able. 

The Mass of Christian Burial for Father Vigil was celebrated 
February 12 at Cristo Rey Catholic Church in Santa Fe. 
Internment was at Rosario Cemetery, Santa Fe.
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Father John J. McGuirk
Diocese of Sioux City
Ordained June 13, 1970
Died February 3, 2021

John McGuirk was born in Sioux City in 1944, the third 
child of six born to Marguerite and Benedict McGuirk. 
He attended Blessed Sacrament School and Heelan High 
School.

Father McGuirk entered seminary at Saint John’s University 
in Collegeville, MN, in 1962; he graduated from Loras 
College in 1966. He continued his seminary education at 
Aquinas Institute where he completed a graduate degree 
in theology and at the Josephinum where he earned a 
Masters in Religious Education. During summers he studied 
at Creighton University and completed a graduate degree 
in counseling. 

Father McGuirk loved his priestly ministry and the people 
he met, developing lifelong friendships along the way. He 
served at Saint Joseph in Struble, Saint Mary in Maurice, 
Saint Joseph in Maple River, Saint Mary in Remsen, Saint 
Patrick in Sheldon, Saint Joseph in Wall Lake, Saint Martin 
Odebolt, Saint Mary in Sac City, and Sacred Heart in Early. 

Father McGuirk was a high school teacher, counselor and 
elementary principal in the early years of his ministry. He 
brought love and laughter wherever he went and people 
were drawn to him for spiritual direction. He was tireless 
in visiting the sick in hospitals and nursing homes, and 
was dedicated to the Charismatic movement for which he 
served as chaplain. His missionary zeal was empowered 
through the collaboration with his fellow priests in the 
Opus Spiritus Sancti Secular Institute of Diocesan Priests. 

Father McGuirk loved his family and enjoyed reading, 
golfing, rooting for Heelan and University of Iowa Football 
teams, and travel. 

The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Wall Lake, IA, by Bishop Walker Nickless. 
Interment followed at Wall Lake Cemetery. 

Father John F. Grinsell, SDB 
Salesians of Don Bosco
Ordained April 3, 1971
Died March 12, 2021

John Grinsell was born to Edward and Theresa Kennedy 
Grinsell in Brooklyn on March 2, 1942. He attended high 
school at Don Bosco Juniorate at Haverstraw, NY, and entered 
the novitiate in 1959. He professed his first religious vows on 
September 8, 1960, and his perpetual vows on June 25, 1966. 

After practical training as a teacher and assistant at the 
Salesian aspirantate in Cedar Lake, IN, John began theological 
studies at the Josephinum. Years later, in 1995, he furthered 
his education by completing a degree in Christian spirituality 
at Creighton University in Omaha. 

Father John was a congenial and effective teacher, guidance 
director, and local superior at several Salesian schools: Don 
Bosco Tech in Paterson, NJ; Salesian High School in New 
Rochelle, NY; Don Bosco Prep in Ramsey, NJ; LaSalle High 
School in Miami; and Saint Petersburg Catholic High School. 
He was master of novices at Saint Joseph’s Novitiate in 
Newton from 1986 to 1989, took a sabbatical year in Berkeley, 
CA, then returned to formation work in South Orange, NJ.

Most of the rest of Father John’s priestly ministry was carried 
out in parishes: Holy Rosary in Port Chester, Saint Kieran in 
Miami, and Our Lady of the Valley in Orange, NJ. In 2015, he 
returned to Port Chester and directed the mission at the Don 
Bosco Community Center. He became assistant pastor of 
Saint John Bosco parish in 2017.

Father John was well known for his love of sports, especially 
basketball, his constant cheerfulness, and his penchant for 
rhymes and catch-phrases in his preaching. 

The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by Bishop 
Edmund Whalen at Saint John Bosco Church on March 15. 
Burial was at Salesian Cemetery, Goshen. 



Father Robert Chamberlain 
Diocese of Grand Island
Ordained May 25, 1957 
Died May 1, 2021

Robert Chamberlain was born January 11, 1930, to Robert 
Chester and Margaret Frances (Schrader) Chamberlain in 
Sutherland, NE. He completed elementary and secondary 
education at Sutherland Elementary and Saint Patrick’s High 
School, then began studies at the Josephinum.

Father Chamberlain dedicated his life and priesthood to 
parish ministry. After his first assignment as associate pastor 
at Saint Patrick in Sidney, he served as pastor of the Catholic 
parishes in Bayard-Minatare, Mitchell-Morrill, Shelton, Wood 
River, Saint James in Kearney, Greeley-Scotia, Saint Mary 
Cathedral in Grand Island and Crawford-Harrison. 

Father Chamberlain was involved with the Diocesan Migrant 
Program, the Diocesan Religious Formation Program, and 
the Marriage Tribunal. He retired from pastoral assignments 
in 1995 but continued helping in parishes whenever and 
wherever needed.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Father Chamberlain was 
celebrated May 7 at Holy Spirit Catholic Church in North 
Platte by Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt.

Father Trinidad Natividad Fuentez 
Diocese of El Paso
Ordained June 17, 1978
Died May 4, 2021

“Father Trini” was born in Pecos, TX, one of 15 children of 
Daniel and Joaquina Fuentez. He completed both College 
and Theology studies at the Josephinum from 1970-1978.

Father Fuentez served the Diocese of El Paso for over 
40 years in various parishes including Saint Joseph, San 
Antonio de Padua, Saint Joseph in Fort Davis, Christ the 
King in Balmorhea, Santa Lucia, San Elizario, and Most Holy 
Trinity. He was pastor of Queen of Peace parish in El Paso 
for 18 years, then was appointed rector of Saint Patrick 
Cathedral in 2015. 

In his pastoral calling, Fuentez served in various ministries 
and capacities. He served on the Presbyteral Council, 
personnel board and finance council, and was vicar for 
several vicariates throughout his priestly service. He also 
served as vocation director for six years.

Father Trini demonstrated what it is to be a man of God - 
one who glorified God in everything he did and in how he 
lived his life. He always put the needs of others before his 
own needs. He responded to phone calls, emails, texts, and 
letters from those seeking prayers and guidance. He was a 
bright light for those who knew him and he will forever live 
in their hearts. 

Funeral Masses for Father Fuentez were celebrated at Santa 
Rosa De Lima Catholic Church, Pecos, on May 12, and at 
Saint Patrick Cathedral, El Paso, on May 13. Burial was at 
Mount Carmel Cemetery, El Paso.

Father Robert B. Badger
Diocese of Gallup
Ordained June 4, 2016
Died May 5, 2021

Robert Burton Badger was born in 1973 in Safford, AZ, to 
Robert Burton Badger Sr. and Elynn Peterson Badger. He 
was an example of intelligence, humor, faith, and courage 
to his seven younger siblings, and had an interest in 
music, languages, history, culture, and religion. He was an 
accomplished pianist and organist and a seasoned world 
traveler.

Raised in a family of members of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints, Father Badger felt drawn to the Catholic 
faith and was baptized into the Church in 1993. He studied at 
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia, PA, Saint 
John’s Seminary in Camarillo, CA, and the Josephinum. 

After ordination, Father Badger dedicated himself to serving 
throughout the Diocese of Gallup. One of his greatest 
joys was the camaraderie and brotherhood of his fellow 
seminarians and priests; he treasured these relationships and 
found some of his greatest friends through service in the 
Church.

The Badger family is grateful for the love and support shown 
to Father Badger by the administrators, colleagues, and 
parishioners of the Diocese of Gallup and the seminaries 
that he attended, whose support gave Father Badger the 
opportunity to dedicate his life to the service of Christ.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Father Badger was celebrated 
May 15 at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Gallup by Bishop James 
Wall. Internment was at Sunset Cemetery in Gallup. 
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A Note About Class Notes
In order to share news of our alumni on a more frequent basis, Class Notes will be included 
in other future communications from the Josephinum. Please continue to keep us updated! 

Email mfry@pcj.edu or use our online form at www.pcj.edu/alumni

Father Michael T. Kottar
Diocese of Charlotte
Ordained May 28, 1994 
Died May 22, 2021

Born in 1967 in Youngstown, OH, Michael Kottar was the 
son of Michael and the late Kathleen Kropelak Kottar. He 
was drawn to a priestly vocation from an early age and, after 
high school, studied at the Josephinum, Saint Alphonsus 
Redemptorist Seminary in Suffield, CN, and Mount Saint 
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD.

Ordained for the Diocese of Metuchen, NJ, Father Kottar 
served at Saint Peter the Apostle in New Brunswick, Saint 
John Vianney in Colonia, Saint Mary in South Amboy, and 
Saint Augustine of Canterbury in Kendall Park.

In 1999, Father Kottar moved to the Diocese of Charlotte, 
where he served first at Saint Matthew in Charlotte. He spent 
a short time administering at Saint John Baptist de la Salle in 
North Wilkesboro before moving in 2002 to Holy Redeemer 
in Andrews, where he served first as administrator and then 
as pastor. In 2007, Father Kottar was appointed pastor of Saint 
Mary, Help of Christians in Shelby and Christ the King Catholic 
Mission in Kings Mountain. 

Father Kottar loved the mix of people and cultures in 
his parishes. He had a passion for the outdoors, hiking, 
Caribbean cruises, and reading history. He was known as a 
defender of life, a champion of the poor and a teacher who 
loved to lead Scripture studies and pilgrimages to sacred 
shrines. He was a gifted writer and eloquent speaker, which 
showed in the inspirational homilies. Although his life was 
brief, he lived it fully and in devotion to the Church. He had 
a deep love for Christ in the Eucharist, and he encouraged 
people — especially young men discerning a vocation 
to the priesthood — to pray the rosary and develop a 
relationship with the Blessed Mother.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Father Kottar was celebrated 
by Bishop Peter Jugis on June 2, at Saint Mary, Help of 
Christians. Burial followed in Belmont Abbey Cemetery.

Father Joseph O. Weber
Diocese of Scranton
Ordained May 25, 1957 
Died June 22, 2021

Father Joseph Weber, Pastor Emeritus of Saint Frances 
Cabrini, Carverton, PA, was a faithful servant in the Diocese 
of Scranton for sixty-four years. 

Son of the late Joseph A. and Anna M. (Hogan) Weber, 
Father Weber was born in Scranton on November 24, 
1931.  He received his early education at Saint Mary of the 
Assumption, Scranton, then entered the Josephinum where 
he earned an undergraduate degree in philosophy and 
completed graduate studies for the priesthood.  

Following ordination, Father Weber remained at the 
Josephinum as a professor until 1968. He then returned 
to Scranton and served as an associate pastor at Saint 
Luke, Jersey Shore; Christ the King, Dunmore; Immaculate 
Conception, Scranton; and Saint Mary’s Assumption, 
Scranton. As pastor, he was assigned to Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Weston; Saint Patrick, Milford; Good Shepherd, Drums; 
and Saint Catherine, Moscow. In 1994, Father Weber was 
appointed pastor at Saint Frances X. Cabrini, Carverton 
where he served for 13 years until his retirement and 
appointment as Pastor Emeritus in 2007. 

In addition to his parochial duties, Father Weber served 
as Program Director at Camp Saint Andrew; Chaplain at 
Marywood Novitiate; as a member of the Diocesan Advisory 
Board of the Office for Continuing Education of Priests; and 
on the Diocesan Liturgical Commission.     

The Josephinum presented Father Weber with the Jessing 
Alumnus of the Year Award in 2011. He celebrated the 60th 
anniversary of his ordination in 2016.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by the Most 
Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, on July 1 
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, with interment at 
Saint Catherine Cemetery, Moscow.
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Theresa Waltz, mother of Father Justin Waltz T’08, 
January 12.
Stella Merici Hinton Fogle, mother of Father Bruce Fogle 
T’83, April 23. 
Marion L. Mucha, mother of Father John Mucha T’81, 
September 5.
Wanda Rottgers, mother of Father Robert Rottgers C’05, 
September 23.
Loren J. Mullikin C’88, October 10.
Michael E. Norton, father of Father Michael B. Norton 
C’09, October 17.
Rupert J. Schwarztrauber, Jr. ‘59, November 17.
JoAnn Colopy, mother of Sue Smith of Bosc and Brie 
catering, November 21.
Jessie Collins, mother of Father Robert Gonzalez ‘78, 
November 28.
Donald J. Trentman ‘61, November 30.
Mark D. Plescia C’76, December 1.
Rebecca Scheetz, mother-in-law of Frank Langer C’83, 
December 2.
Peter McClernon T’75, December 25.
Dr. Marvin R. Zahniser, adjunct history professor in the 
College from 1996 to 2002, December 31.

Patricia DeVous, mother of Father Phillip DeVous T’04, 
January 2.
John “Ty” Goolman, brother of Dion Goolman C’84, 
February 6.
Richard C. Gase ‘56, February 12.
Patricia Ann Hennes, wife of Harold Hennes ‘71, 
February 20.
J. Samuel Hammond, father of Father John Hammond 
T’14, February 25.
Randall Chad King, father of Cullen Harris C’15, March 6.
Frank J. Bettendorf, former member of the Board of 
Trustees, March 12.
Robert Gaydosik, father of Father David Gaydosik C’82, 
March 24.
Richard H. Bianchi C’68, April 22.
Morgan Eiken, daughter of Brian Eiken C’89, April 26.
Donna Kaup, mother of Brian Kaup T’15, April 28.
John J. Shurer ‘61, May 7.
Chesterfield Hardy, Jr., husband of Virginia Hardy, a 
member of the Friends of the Josephinum Executive 
Board, May 29.

Father William Cyril Dettling, OP
1932-2021

Former faculty member Father William Cyril Dettling, OP, 
died June 22 at Sacred Heart Home in Hyattsville, MD. 

Father Dettling served in the Diocese of Columbus from 
1992 to 2016. After one year as parochial vicar of Saint 
Patrick Church, Columbus, he began teaching at the 
Josephinum as a professor of systematic theology. Father 
Dettling was named a professor emeritus in 2002 and 
remained in residence at the seminary until 2010. He 
then resided at Mohun Health Care Center in Columbus 
for a number of years before moving to Sacred Heart 
Home in 2016.

Ordained on June 5, 1959, Father Dettling dedicated 
much of his priesthood to study and academia. 
He earned many advanced degrees and taught at 
Providence College and the Angelicum in Rome. 
He served as president of the Pontifical Faculty of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington and as a 
professor at the Dominican House of Studies. 

The Funeral Mass for Father Dettling was celebrated  
June 28 at Saint Dominic Church in Washington. 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD
2020

2021
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Pontifical College Josephinum
7625 North High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43235

Visit us at www.pcj.edu!

Events for Fall 2021
Please visit www.pcj.edu for the most current information on events. 

Silent Retreat for Diocesan & Religious Priests
Monday, August 9 – Friday, August 13
See page 15 for more information

Pio Laghi Chair Lecture
Jonathan Reyes, PhD
Wednesday, September 29
7:00 p.m. Jessing Center 

Alumni Day Reunion 
Thursday, September 30

Parents & Family Weekend
Friday, October 1 – Sunday, October 3

Mud Bowl
Saturday, October 2

Friends of the Josephinum 4-Miler Run/Walk
Saturday, October 2
See page 13 for more information

Rector’s Circle Dinner
Monday, October 4


